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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:              MARCH BOARD MEETING 

Discussed streamlining and tightening up the Discipline Policy. 

Included with this will be a more restrictive Cell Phone Policy. 

Approve a $0.10 increase in lunch prices;  

     Breakfast - $1.95; Pre-K-4th - $2.65; 5-12 - $2.90; Adult - $4.15. 

Approve Lori Balke as FCS Teacher for the 2024-25 school year. 

Approve Valarie Ellis as Elem Music/Spanish Teacher for the 2024-25 school yr. 

Approve the resignation of Teghn Kobza as SPED Para. 

Approve the resignation of Susan Stewart – Title 1 Teacher. 

Approve the resignation of Jon Brueggemann – Girls basketball coach. 

Approve the resignation of Diane Smith – Bruning Administrative Assistant. 

 

We have applied for a grant to be applied to our Safety System we are installing this summer.  This will include cameras and card 

key entry.  Thayer County Economic Development office have been very helpful in this process. 

 

The Feasibility studies of facilities are currently underway.  Blueprints have been requested and engineers have been in site to in-

spect. 

 

The Technology Website committee is looking at going to Laptops instead of Chromebooks for High School Students.  They are 

experimenting with Chrome Book + devices now.   

Discussed combining Homecoming with Shickley next year because of conflicts. 
 

 

 
Financials:  Ending 2-31-24  24        23  22________ 

Budget   $5,387,784 

YTD expenditures  $2,249,000      $2,250,000 $2,218,900 

Last month  $349,500        $384,000 $339,000 

% Budget spent (6 months) 41.25%             45.06% 45.30% 

Davenport Building Fund $476,000 

Bruning Building Fund $386,000 

Depreciation Fund (Vehicles) $554,000 

Davenport Activity Fund $130,000 

Bruning Activity Fund $244,000 

Committee’s:       Next Meeting 

Americanism Jerry Sarah Jamie Brad    Yearly 

BDEA  Rick Beth D Melinda Cammie 

BDS Coop  Jeff Jamie Sheri     Quarterly 

Calendar  Jill C Jill R Daina Ali     As needed 

Comm Outreach Daina Mark Cammie Maggie Holly   

Daycare  Adam Ryne Heather Sarah K Sheri Sarah P Ciara  Monthly  

Discipline        Annually 

Build/Grounds Pat Ryne Jeff Brad     Annually 

Frontline        Weekly 

Grant        As needed 

ILCD  Jen Melinda? 

NCIS  Negotiations/Calendar/Insurance/Schedule   Varies 

   Certified  Chris Melinda Daina Jerry Sarah Ryan 

   Classified Erika DeEtta Barb W Jeff Jim Kevin 

Safety   Ali Chris Marci Logan Susan Leah 

Steering  Melinda Beth A Lichelle Jill Britany Rick Dan 

Tech Website Jill R Beth D Tara Brooke Micah Morgan Wade    

Transportation  Dan Sheri Jeff Ryan      As needed 

Mr. Kelly Lampe, Superintendent 

Goal: 

To be the best small 

school in the State 

 

“Say what you’re going 

to do and do what you 

say!” 

John Gordon 

Help Wanted:  

Athletic Director 

Title 1 Teacher – Possible Coaching 

Secondary music – Possible Coaching 

Industrial Arts teacher – Possible 

Coaching 

Part time Custodian - Davenport 

Office Secretary - Bruning 

Elementary PE – Possible Coaching 

HS Head Girls Basketball Coach 

HS Volleyball Asst Coach 



     APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

     Grade                 Name                     Date                                                                                             Grade        Name                      Date 

   

 

 

 

11 Catelin Schaffer 3 

11 Elissa Schaffer 3 

6 Adrienna May 3 

1 Hudson Wallace 6 

1 Brantley Anderson 7 

5 Lauren Lahners 8 

PreK Elsie Strong 10 

 Susan Stewart 20 

2 Clara Soukup 29 

9 Peggy Sue Galaway 30 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL:  April showers bring May flowers! We pray that this is the case...showers - rain, not snow! We can only 
hope that we can get in as many school days as possible throughout this month. Along with the school days, we also hope we can get 
some cooperative weather for our spring activities! 
 
As we move into this month, we remember how crazy busy this time of year is, and it goes faster than ever! Students are busy with 
state assessments and testing, field trips, conventions, track meets, and golf meets, as well as spring concerts and PTO movie night. 
It’s never a dull moment. While it is busy, it’s also a lot of fun to watch our students show their potential and interests inside and 
outside of their classrooms. We are so proud of what they have accomplished so far and what they will still do as we begin to see the 
end of this school year.  
 
As we edge toward the middle of the 4th quarter, it is a good time to ask yourself, how do we want to remember this school year, and 
how do we accomplish it? What can you do to help your child(ren) finish the school year strong and in a positive way? While the 
business of the month can add some stress and anxiety to our lives, we can work together to keep Bruning-Davenport an outstanding 
school district that produces outstanding students and leaders.  Mrs. Ruth Kowalski, PreK-1st & High School Principal 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL:  It’s hard to believe that we are already in the fourth quarter of the school year. The school year has 
certainly flown by. 

For most of the month of March, we battled a lot of illnesses in the Davenport building. It always amazes me how quickly some of 
those “bugs” can hit and effect everyone! It’s always a good idea to talk about good hygiene with your children. It’s one way we can 
try to keep everyone healthy. Hopefully, we can all stay healthy the rest of the year. 

The Elementary and JH Quiz Bowl Teams continue to work hard and do well in their competitions 

JH Track has been practicing hard at preparing for the first meet on April 2nd. Their season is short but it will go fast. 

The 8th Graders had the opportunity to visit the Southeast Community College campus in Lincoln. They got to learn about some of 
the different career paths that are offered at their schools as well as some of the of the programs that SCC does in conjunction with 
certain companies, that can lead to employment opportunities immediately upon graduation. It’s never too early to start thinking 
about your future. Before we know it, they will be seniors. 

Some of the students had the opportunity to attend the ESU 5 Robotics Competition in Beatrice. They had a good time and enjoyed 
the experience. 

The Junior High attended the Thayer County Health Fair along with students from Thayer Central, Deshler, and Deshler Lutheran. 
There was a keynote speaker and five breakout sessions for the students to attend. 

The end of March brings the Reading Rally for some of the Elementary students and all the Junior High students will be participating 
in the Eastern Nebraska Speech Competition.  Mr. J.J. Wagner, 2nd-8th Grade Principal 

NATIONAL AG WEEK:  Duane Miller came and read to the 2nd-4th graders at the Davenport building and at the PreK-1st 

graders at the Bruning building for National Ag Week.  Thank you Duane! 



Mylah Schoenholz, a fifth grader, traveled to the State Capitol with Mr. Ault 
and received an award for finishing in the Top 10 in the state for her American 

Mothers Inc. Essay. 

Bruning-Davenport is looking at start-
ing a Teammates program. If you 
would be interested in serving on the 
Board of Directors, please contact Mr. 
Wagner, jwagner@bdstorm.org or Ms. 
Reinsch,mreinsch@bdstorm.org. 

The Nebraska Safety Center 2024 Summer 
Driver Education Class will be held May 20

-May 24 from 8:00 to 12:00. To register 
you may go to www.unk.edu/dred. You 

may also pick up a registration form in the 
Davenport office. 

JH Quiz Bowl Pool 
B 2nd Place Finish 
at the Thayer Cen-
tral Quiz Bowl Invi-
tational - Great 
job!!! 

Rachel Adams from the Thayer County Extension office came and taught 
the 3rd graders about agriculture and crops grown in Nebraska. Students 
planted 4 different kinds of seeds in a glove to observe how each kind of 
seed germinates with water and heat. They planted wheat, corn, soybeans, 
and pinto beans.  

FFA Update: At the end of February, members competed in CDEs (Career Development Events).   The following teams qualified 
for state and will be competing at the state competition in April. Ag Sales: Wyatt, Landon, Tanner, and Tobby, Food Science: Cate-
lin, Kinzley, Campbell, and Lexi,  Agriscience: Letrell, Cynthia, Kennedy, and Grady, and Natural Resources: Wyatt, Gatlin, Lan-
don, and Eli. This month, Junior members attended leaders in agriculture day hosted by 
Farmers Cooperative. They had the opportunity to listen to Dr. Tom Field with the 
UNL Engler Entrepreneurship program and went through breakout sessions that high-
lighted leadership, serve, careers and more. Governor Jim Pillen was the guest speaker 
for the day. Junior High FFA members traveled to Tri County for the district quiz bowl 
meet. This serves as practice for the state convention. 8th graders Eva Oltmans, Blake 
Miller, Collin Shoenholz, and Colt Crockett will represent the chapter at the state quiz 
bowl meet at the Nebraska FFA state convention. FFA banquet is coming up April 
26th. Tickets are available in both school offices, Bruning Bank, and Cornerstone Bank 
in Davenport. Peyton Domeier BD FFA  

http://www.unk.edu/dred?fbclid=IwAR2GQIcKx_QNfVZDnZ2JchqglHx12BQlU-lyR9dHrhQnMsMTYWWGtWXfsFU


What's Happening @ Your Libraries:  Our students in Davenport are hard at work practicing their read-
ing skills and filling up our Build It! mosaic in the hall. As you can see, we've added a couple of new colors 
this month!  It's becoming clearer what the picture will be, but no students have guessed it yet. Today's read-
ers are tomorrow's leaders...so keep reading, everyone! 
 

ROBOTICS:  Claire L., Mikey P.-L., Adain S., Rylan T., Carter V., Morgan B., Paisley F., and Briar M. accompanied Mrs. 
Dolnicek to Beatrice to compete in ESU 5's annual robotics competition on March 13. In preparation for the contest, students were to 

keep an electronic notebook of the different activities they did toward being successful in the competition. 
They were encouraged to work together to code their robot to navigate a maze based upon its sensing an 

object in front of it using its ultrasonic sensor and then "looking" with its line follower for whether the sur-
face below was reflecting light. Reflecting light indicated turning one direction; no reflection indicated 

turning the other. They also had to figure out what speed and amount of time would cause their robot to 
turn at a right angle. (This activity was the hardest on competition day!) Once the teams accomplished this, 
they used a 3-D printer to make attachments to their robot to best survive four rounds of battle bots (which 

is the highlight of the competition!). The other part of the competition happened "on the fly" as competitors 
were tested in their knowledge of code to make lights blink and a song play on a circuit board coding play-

ground. All of these students are to be commended for their sacrificing other fun activities in order to pre-
pare for competition during the months of January-March and for successfully completing the day's chal-

lenges! 

“Pi day” was a huge success!!!   

On March 18th (our “fake” pi day since it we couldn’t celebrate on March 14th), the Bruning-Davenport middle school students par-
ticipated in activities that involved the most amazing, mathematical number there is,   3.14159...!!!!   

The fun began with the pi-rates listening to a book titled, Sir Cumference and the Dragon of Pi. 

Next, they competed in “Pin the Radius on the Circle” Then, the 
students broke off into groups and worked in stations (making pie 
graphs, frequency distribution charts, exploring circumference/
diameter to find pi, and face painting) 

In the afternoon, the students played “Ring Fling”, broke π-shaped 
piñatas, and had a competition to see who could recite the most 
digits of pi.  The day ended with the best activity of all; throwing a 
pie at Mr. Ault.  What a good sport!   

Counselor’s Corner  March came in like a lamb and the students have been busy!  K-6th grade finished up lessons on self-love and 

we have begun to work on self-appreciation along with self-esteem.  We have been working on a new Social and Emotional Learn-

ing curriculum in all grades K-8th and it has been exciting learning more about having a Positive Growth Mindset, learning more 

about our emotions, and using the word “yet” when we are faced with a challenge.   Hopefully, March does not leave us like a lion, 

but the students at Bruning-Davenport show they can handle things through positive thinking and self-appreciation.  Thank you for 

supporting our students and teachers!   

ACTIONS DAY AT CCC HASTINGS:  9-12 grade students 

went to CCC in Hastings for Actions Day and several received 

awards!   

 

 

SCC TOUR:  The 8th graders went on a college tour to SCC 

in Lincoln and did a wonderful job being respectful!  They 

learned about many career opportunities, college life, and all 

the activities students can be involved with in college.   

YOUTH HEALTH FAIR:  The health fair was on March 19th for the 

5th-8th graders.  They participated in breakout sessions on alcohol aware-

ness, heat illness prevention, yoga, helmet safety, and disease preven-

tion. 23. 






















